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CAVESSON AND THE CENTIPEDE

shall work one of his villainies in the neig
borhood while 1 am absent””

He searcely knew what to think, or what
action 1o take. The writing was plainly dis-
<uised, the paper told him eothing,  He fin.
ished  dressipe, and sat down to breakfast
with the weight of this new comolication Iy«
ing beavily upon his mind T it were not a
hinay, how gladly wonld he embrace the on-
l"-V’HIN" it offered him of getting even with
vis foe: A 1t were, and he should act upon it
and anvthing i should result, then he wonle
vacnte his posttion and take his departure
for the South in one last furious storm of ridi-
cule and abuse. 1t was by no means o plens.
rnt position for n sensitive man oo find b
self placed in, and Cavesson grew nlmost dizzy
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CAVESSON'S SUCCESS. |

¢ opyright, 1000, by tiuy Boothhy | as he thought of i After hreakfast he dis-

| vussed the matter with his faithiul adlerent

b1 15ay dbhle that vou may remembhber Birke the Magi=trate he resoved to leave
It is n ot of his ealculations altogether  And, as

{o Ly Inspector Cavesson of
minted police to effect
capture v Contipede, the notorious bush-
paner, wlho lenger time than Cavesson
aver likes to think of pnow, lhad kept the pas-
toral distric s, Witinn a gadins of 500 miles of
the township of Mulga Flat, In a state of con-
tinual terror One of the metropolitan papers,
paptly, spoke of lum as a erin inal will-

nd the term him as

the sequel proved, it was just as well that he
the  did so

We
everything, il

the attempis n

the Queensiand 1

. sin” satd Birke, when he had heard
vou ' ll excuse me, it seens 1o
me to be, i a manner of speaking, hice our last
chance, The Centivede, ac we all kuow, has
got enemies as well as friends in the district,
und i s Nikely as not that one of the s has turned
Fisty Why not give them a trial, sur? Yon
can leave nie here with three of the men and
vou may be guite sure that 1 will keep iy eyves
v 1ifonly for yoursake  ItUs o black shame,

dercribes

~Wisp, & sir, that yvou should be reacallod bhecause yon
dLif not mueh better, than b oean possibly  cin't anage to cateh the chap The devil
Lope 1o do. A< a matter of fact, he was here  himself couldn't do it, so 1'm thinking. Fix
. yvourself up a bitdifferent, sir, like a working-

to-day and gone to-morrow’ sticking up a sta-
tion on the eastern side of Mulea Flat one dav
and plundering a bank 10 miles distant the
nes 1'iv how UCavesson would, he could not
lav his hands upon him, at 1 when on several

nn, so to speak, and go to the grog shanty.
I a priest turas up, arrest him. 1t's fast possis
bl yon may turn the tables on your enemies
afterall ”
By Jove!
adviee and to risk it, Burke

T've a good mind to take your
" st Cavesson.,

occaslane he thonght he had really got hold | “Things couldn’t be much worse with me than
of tim. the raseal, by some jugenious means of | they are at present while it is just possible
: fi i . A1 that one of the Centijede’s enemies may b

Vis own devising, wanaged to siip throngh WS | giving him away after ol
ynzors and be off about Nis evil busipess once ! In this fashion it was settled and for the
remainder of 1he norping Cavesson busied

Meanwhile, as | have already told you,

more , himself vreparing for the adventure that lay

Parliament made nasty remarks, the commis- [ hafore him

gioner of police oMdlally reprimmanded him, | shartly after midday, had there been any
one there to seo it, a most upnusual <ight mieht

rint + WS sent up 1o take charg
@ special magistrate was sent up 1o take charg b boah witiessad on the toad that led frrm

of the district while several of the papers went  AMylea F'at across the plalns to the crossing

s faras toafMem that he was not only in leagua  on the Yarrawatta River \ A‘tlﬂ.ll\Y table
: torred wagon, sach as 1= used by carriers
h the oY e a f o \ o '

with the enemy, but it his failures to effect conveving soods from civilization out to t

were only the natural results of i West, drawn by thirty oxen, migh' have

His eapture

he Lpibes he ad received As may be gup-  hee -l-] o slowly crawling along the roa i
. = : i iRl shi miba A It wa aded with bale woold, but instead
posed, berween one and the ather, Cavesson's N g foted By the carrier and
Hee was made about as miserable as a man's s ipate, 1t was accomjpanted by four <talwar
could well be At last, ag bas been already men, whe, m.-u(n drec o after the fashion

of ordinary boshmen, in ity comprised

fortune to gecirs h

erated e he o \
narrated he had the good the Ipstector of Pelice and three of his i

the capture of the Centipede < heutanant How trogworthy sabordinates Hour after |
the man contrived to escape, assisiod by his  the wagm erawled «n its way, atd at eanst
' il ’ ri q half a dozen times in every sIxty  minites
potorious emplover, a perusal of the stors Cavesson and the hands on the top of the load
ercitled “Cavesson's Blunder,” will reveal 1t called down maledictions on the bullocks for
ther <low travelling

I« sufMcient for the present that, when the news %
<hort thongh the distance

Commaratively

reachied the public ears, tha inspector’s position g nieht hal fallen hofors they reachied thelr
hoogme oy moare unhearable than it had  des oat on an d were able 1o edll a hialt hy one
becn before.  Madly in Jove with Minnie Wale  0f #'00 Lirge water hoias that were all that re-

mate ! of what in r oy a river of mnre

kett a2 he was, he had to remember her fathor's 050 coarer of
awi words, which set that, uti-  the work of uns

Ones 1n calnp
vitmenesd, and after

e 1o the e

Joss Lie conld come to him and sav that he had  this had heen T. i‘l : “1“”.“';"“' o
- { y the animals ha com Juete ] to the wite

coprirad the Centipede, he should not dream a5 | .;:rc« ~ time to think aboul
of civing him his danghiter's hand in mar-  curving ont the olot thes had arranged. A
rinae But how on earth was that eapture to  fire Wis aceor lingly lighted ‘Alll‘l I"-"' cooking
p of the evening moal comrpenes nthe mean

nfla 4 . > s &y - e

b voted? He had tned every conceivabl tine 2 snaos had hesn cleare] among the wool
plan. but without suceess.  He had schemed  hales, and in this a bed was arranced, “f'“"
nd plotted 1n vain Not onlv his marriage, Which one of the trooners, 4 Sollew hat cadav-

sng i the name of Brown,
¢ an invahid.  Then the
ind after that Caves.

arois fellow, re)
Wit act the nart
evenine meal was eiten

1t his own good name depended upon his
bringing the outlaw to hook, bat, puzzle Lis

:r;{l'"-. :0‘.: I;"rt‘.l-lv‘\lll"' "". could not see how it won cilled his men 1

1N Pt . >
ve got £330 standing to my “-"'\‘u\; 1 l‘| 1;. !.\.: l\n _l
ne said to yse! E Ve
e sai to nimaett [rec» vod same information tha

‘I want to say a few
e aware, this morning
mav possibly

eredit at the
as be paced up and

o one Lot suminer's morning . ent ho! 14 o has ont-

[ I'd willingly plank it down it {204 l';.,.“'ph "", b ! ‘i!,‘,." “:,':',,?‘l“;,‘“:_ .”‘,‘\'_
) hand upon the rascal in return wittad s r=nlong Pl ; & \
fains to heing him to hook as | mvself, and |

He's separating me from Minnie, and he's oo ae vonr narts wall to-night, as | feel sure

ruining v eareer. Wht hav ¢ P o y > = B o ot
fa Sy carcer. Nhat have 3 dons thAl | voy will do, I ses no revson why (he apres

o L giodd not tike place  In a quarter of an hout

He went to the window and looked ont upon

the cqrr or and T will set off for the grog shanty

i, ,"”:'..v I.' g .M '."' means a cheerful -y, RBrown, will go to hel on the d, while
prospe l‘l-b he saw there Fhe heat was ). re<t of vorr will 1ake ap your stations among
terrifie, and the road was inches deep in dust g baiaes olose at hand When we are read)

Ihe iron ronts of the houses apnosite reflectad
the glare. and when a scorching binst drove
down the street 1t was Like a sandstorm in the

vou will take vour

{he DEisoner
11 he escapes it will

woas Ddireot
fanlt

Tty cantare
stenal fron
not he our

great sahara ’ " trist 1o s Sir " saic e of the
And to think that if 1 eonld only ecapture | ..\”.l- 'l';:my. 1 ',«,_' cohned 't m"rlrll".'.i"k e

the fellow 1 eould be out of this farever “ he : .nln..‘r I|| ng h ,‘\‘; & Loy VPN, (R YOesson

pald glaring at a small dog whowas s~ hiti€ | and the ...1:..‘.‘,- &t 0 ir the grosg sannt

Liself against the veranda post ontside. Then | w0 soet
the sound of wheels attractod his attention, | of « 1.
and a moment later the mail coach, a cumbrona | o
unwieldy affair, covered with dust and drawn by

was sitnated ng ke o oquarter
a tiile farther down the river bank It wos
A place that possassed o tar trom & wod vepta
. tinn, and on mare ocoasions than one (iaves «n
five panting_horses. aptweared in sicht, passed | pad had the hest of reasons for susoecting
the police oMee and rolled slowly on down tha | -f”, the proprietor had given the information
street toward the principal ho Cavesson | ta the bushrangers which had anabled them
tonehed the Lell upon his desk to escape from the trap that he had set for

“The couchi has just passed.” he said. to the On reaching the house the tvo men
pergeant. wihio appeared in answer to his syy- Wl the bar  The teanster, aceording to
nions (o down to the Post OMce and bring | 10 arrangement oreviol rgreed upon, calle

me the letters as quiekiv as possibije * for drinks. and the landlord, who was nd

Then when the man had vanished onee wore | 116 bar, sorved them.  One of the daughiiers
he sat down At his desk and arused himself [ of 1he house, who was wipirg glisses at the
ppearing his hlotting vad with his pen mrther end of the room. looked up as thes

More wiggings from the Capissioner, | prtered and Cavesson co d have =worn that
T suppose he said gloomiiy More letters | e detected an anxious look npon lor fuce
from kind friends, inclosing enttings= from the | gs oo tonk stock of then
Metropolitan papers, exch of which will refer AF the Certipede s heore, 1 should 1ot he
to what they call my ‘eross negleet of duty, | ggrorieed to find that she is the woman who

mv inahility to capture the Cont and will he <add 1o himsel ]
Insinuate that T am taking hribes ta allaw hing
to remain at large’ Oh, (t's 4 bheautiful, bea.
tiful world, and if it weran't for Mlunie, by
Jove' T could almost wish wvself out of it " s

A quarter of an hour later the sercoant re.
turned with his sunerior's leters, which he Syrels vong rerpernber Loy’
placed upon the tihle  Cavaszon glancaq at ter  “din Heggart, him as ueed 1o
the virinas mizsives and then <ale e " Bolia road hafore he cnrne Sogth’s

hins given hinanav,’

The landlord and the teansier, as ( RVESEOT
was well aware, were old triends  Tor this
reason, when the lntter stated that be hiad o
dving man ont at e camp, the other's suple

clone wers not nromsed,

anid tha toumes
L on the

envelona of which was addressed in a ladv's “In oonrse 1 remerber bl the landintd
handwriting  The eantents must hava heon | paplicd.  “Poardivg, and e is real had, 12 he ™"
distinctly pleasing, for he read the letter several “Bad, why Le's as close to denth as ever
times hafare he nlaced it in his pocket ha'll be fnr this werk the CArrior answers
“God blesa her, ™ he said, and added a moment | =f1a'<aoanin’ and groanin” out thees as o beid
later. with equal sincerity, “and confound the | raver know no comfort again, which it's n,
Centinadn * bolief he want When he was oo and about
After that he turned lis attention to tha ' ha revar believad In vothirg, didn't give a oliss
periainder of his carresuondence far anvthing ive or dend, he ased to say
selacting a long, ofMeial-looking anvelope, | But now he's doswy i0s all the other way. He

Bearing the Jettara O H M 8 upon its faee, Leeaise he i re.

ean’t rest now

he anened it If the expression unon his face gion, he sars, and Mother Chur
rueht he taken as any criterion, it was hy nno ;.‘,,
'r‘::t:l-'x\:”f‘:"'r neans as pleasant as the last It | o coiann natiend ¢ the heeliind
" gows | the bar gave a siddon start on bearing th
S1r: 1 am diractad by tha Commissianer of | o0 0 B A rver, Fis atteniion wae
Police 1a inform veu that In consequence of | Ne K “ o o Lo I gl tuich
vour continual failure to effect 1he arrest | arr SEas h 3 s wt thie f, ..w ol
of the notorions criminal known ns the (enre | T hoanse T : o Lhs SEe
|-f‘l“ who for so long a time s bhoon tranhling tend of the hat l »' | ' toen
your district, it has hoan decided 1o tegnsfor | Y !"".' ‘b . -'-~| A poiad |l‘ e .." l‘ o ., ':
vou from vour nost st Mulga Flat 1o anather ‘” 'I "' L O vt it d ,".l-." . 1 sty ol o 156
tatl e L o P8 ol he Wirs ne «
tration Tusvector Dickson will relieve youq on | ok h’“\‘ Ewsbsihln 1% not only with hitae

the 110h of this nresont manth, when vou are

directed to hand aver to him the men (n your | € hat adso withthe work K ""l"'l F—

charge and to ranort yourself at this offce as | ) endre. landlord ‘.~ ~iaid, a1 l\' ‘u.! ,n-.

l\r"'nh‘”\‘ ns possible I have the honor to ha | inE hwe ;m',l- v' . [ prestnee Yol cal give
ourohe tosorvant, J WHITTAKER- ' nen OV nth=nig ‘ )

r 'Seoretary of v‘.n(‘uulmi«in:'\‘:r' 8 “Witl, vlepenre, vanr roverenes,” 1} 3 1B
Cavesann groaned aloud lord ror lied Have ' nore tar «vr -day ‘,. .
“This {8 the end of evervthing. ® he =ald ta “()nl (ru"-‘ Iwrnf 'v: .' v onthe 'I

himeelf  “I'm proved incompetent, and 1ickes answered o et oy e have e ard

pon is sent unp to relieve me " that the eldest danght r wa- narr Ceslor.
He bhrought his fi<t down with suech a hang da oyt \lr A he et Of -
noon the table that the ink pat inmped into the DTt ! it fo pepiorm toe: oo
nir and came within an ace of averturning ! Cavesson loontod ot o ¥ 0. J
| tleglar vetioe of the dark, restless eves d

would have hesn a bad day for the Centipedn lealar vl ' s

If he had stond befara tha irate offlcer attiar | o et P

moment  After a whila he picked up the |et1er B -
and read it again i y or i nol lor o
N ‘Dickson will he here an tha 12th " Yo caid 1o \«‘-r.,.. it r: l"['.‘\'l'\‘[
IN1Se) " thi & &¢ g il Mee dave' | " e 1o e preparec
1self If that I= o, T have still flve dy Safigg v e 1 e e v

Five davs in whichtowmn

ace allowed ne \
qlr.hl’. five davs in which to show thepy thye | 1He Tha tonmster wever, in the
‘ am not aa incompetent as they s, He TR Y Yind ‘-\‘.\ somet hing in an vnder-
Put there, what can I do in such a ' or | to%s Lindlorel, whin, in replv, someswhat
If ouly that brute wanld @ive e ane olye s 1o | NS rddressed the cergyvman

he sald in an

TOVOTOReP,

his whereabouts T mieht secomlich sor

thing But, as it s, T ieht as woll stretoh ogr nsks e 1o infor
my hand and try to tonch the inaon as hope {0 les dving ont in
such A bit of luck ' a rniiserable hegear |f aow if vou have any oluection
ever there was one in this world o «pe him. I eave he don't
That afternoon hie inforted Mr Hahlott, the | think the noor chop will Tive 0l marning
Magistrate in charge of the district, thae wae | i st looked inteptly at the carrier,
to he superseded, and conld see that the Litter b ot the landlord,  Cavesson
w.is hv no means displeased ar the turn a%uira it b was placed in o awkward
had taken  Ever siven hie awn nsadvengre U e v les of Bis eloth it wonld
with tha Centirede the other Lad cheri<hind a dore for him to dedine o
A elike to Cavesson: and, thoueh e did 1o g v remerohorie who he was, o d
e, he had the satisinetion of knowine thar |+ VW essAT Y Wi Vio he close, b
was in o erest measare due to his comminion- 1] no desire to ran the riis of being drawn
tion to bheadguarters that the inspecior wigs toon tra

baine recalled TR neired of the
For the next three dars (avesson gall danidloe

'
abont hie dietrier Lise o wadnan, makine S

returned the landlord with &

quiries in avere possihle direct sparing | lavat s vou, 've known him for
gnnhor himsolf nor his 1en i his endedavors to | vosrs
ring his « v to hoog hefors the new in- Ny oare auite gre that [ eon trast movsolf
apector should arrive  He was no more siee | owith i,
eecaful, howevor than hefore, and when on the | WIS A &N ac Caveseon conld see,
Wednesday rioht e rotired to rest [t nas wit! ‘ ' . wossed of o donble mearing
the feeling 1) o far as the Continedn wne ' vledgo voward en 11" arswered the
)
econcernad, his doom was wealid Acearding | Tandlord heo as mav be sapposed, had no
to custom, he <ot with Y windaw apen  In o giotian nt e LTS CONNOOLINN With (avoss
Mulen dl-'l.'l; lfw.v.. re wora unknown luxupies, s wel 4
¢ re the b b Yoo ot ! )
'F:hmp |" : 4 'ndy sty wentieman Verv well, then, 1 ¢o,” the other replied
o @ oralt in 1he he hodroarn of the  cqwsile [ g abennt Lo g
Inspector of "clive wonld Wl N hille kbl e S supper Le prepared,
nec Aol senres Lave been 400 we that 11 s ready for e by the time |
he crib he would have heen likelv 1 Crack rot 1 N Rivid ' Ra 1 . 0
Nevartheless (qveacon « bedr  haa ik |;~‘|;n. v'.\\, i 1 ! lead the way, and
+ LA L * . oy ie oof e ‘ ol P
hat nieht byva stranger fron 1 mitside world, :m-\ o5 thet ititanl » T ons h""."[‘l y'.”.' o
ut who that stranzer was and hos he @ot i1 griond, von D N ihat Thay sheht
"\"hm" rousing the inhahitant has newver vl e given in H o e g r “|I r o Wi
o sOOVEre When the awne e il (b ! PrOpeT anner
en di wred ORT vner of tha room They left the liouse tagethier. sand O vessals

went to his dressing tahle nost yooryine |
] J ) " was
sarprised to Ond o or |

w ho had ar that monent boen lling up against

wtter addreseed to (he o . 1o f
{ % . : 1 Inter, pre | follow the he
himself standing nes his Tooking lass g« the @irl behind the bar allowed 1\7-:'
zh’ writing was quite unknown to bim, and ¢ 41 frem her hand Y s
» enelling of hl}"l'v‘v I ed the {act that, Wwhat thd\"x“?'-" Wt for. van b %" asked
=ha'ever else might be, <telling was evidently Ttather angrily ‘}1' I "IL.N“‘ :‘h <
n ‘% &l PON Tt 2 ¥ rhe Uy iam ke vou W Iiv
WI“'li'ltz'.II)I;'!]?I'"'NH:Y/l‘ {i Tt ing the crockery about.  Go 'mul.u‘;-'
' ol e ne .;"“‘"""" his reverence’'s supper, and look sharp about

esked himself as he ook WwASR't 1)
thera, Tl swear, when | wont 1o hed Tiet night.
and surelv no one would bave had the cheek

to enter my roorn while T was g<joee '

Do vour hear e
Ton minutes later the
trio reached the rend

trangely  assorted
vis, where the gray

» vitlive of the wagon « 1 be plainly dist
SBA ot Oih Tart eamntrot Sy . ontl X w plainly distine
nines t w lottor wlsher 1P nto pellef 4 v 1 .
P ranchad hitm, 10l At it wos utended For B e f o oo 15 The hriee
himeelf. e aconrding orennd t nnd 0 .'I it o | 1r '.v;.|"“'-|
o "0 tha onts with S SHSPCT ar sy s
:.::‘ )‘v‘v’ nl"r-p ."v 5 |-" o R lerahle ‘nded 1o ' m, 1"!’):!"’.‘1!--
amaunt of =i was shart hngt, as it wial the wagon with all s o'd confidenos

transnirad, vor: wnch ta the » e is the invalids )
] ' < the inva he

Inquired, as he

If Insoaeltor € aves ' it

. \ Ass the fire
cateh the Rentineed, he'd botter t4kn a frie passed the :
advice and be at the Dol Rioshyen's | ."““‘ 8 '."""h“_'-l‘:llwls-” '!"1‘ carrier  replied
s hante ~ 1" \ o, M
"n.\ll“ }-? I‘i‘u' '\ APPAWALIA CRossing, of I hurs ' Bid, bhad, mortal had." ‘he slek man re-
hv: th‘n‘;‘.l- disk .-‘III "It‘ St v bod will ©gpdied in oA hnsky viodes “Are you going 1o let

INs= . st U oel I v ke & y '

eateh i 1 hen Yoo R il I v die like s dog, without the blessines of the

" Ul‘ | I won! | 1 M r % .; - o | ".‘I§ : h“r"h"
‘. ont kel another ¢hi st “No, no, my friend,” said 1o cupnosed priest
N: .‘»‘.: :::1. ',' o e detter down and donned § It is fortunate for vou that | 'nu‘ here '.l" min-
'h' 1‘1 cn-:-."'u‘n' l-':r is It onlv a ) to | 'F""f"" g B bt 1
onlv a hoax to lire I your reverence would be plegsed to mount
me off in another direction, in order that he | the wagon,” sald the umcr.X ')'vuv‘id b‘q"t“alo

—
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to see him for yourself. Here, you, Dick,
hand us the steps, and look sharp about it."
Thus abjured, Cavesson produced the lad-
der, and propped it against the tailboard of
the wagon. A moment later the priest had
mounted and was on top of the load. Kneel-
ing beside the supposed sick man, he inguired
the nature of his aillments. At the same mo-
went o wonan's shriek rang out on_ tne st
night air, and the innkeeper's daughter was

to be seen hastening toward the ‘""'r
“What's that?” cried the priest, leaping to
his fe
It means that, sofaras you are concerned,

thee gane is up,” answered Cavesson, coolly
producing a revolver from his pogiaot as he
spoke “Put your hands above your head, Centi-
pede, or yvou're a dead man.”

My dear fellow  there's not the least neces-
sity for that” returned the Centipede, with a
wentle Hittle laugh that was more an expression
of wmusement than of anyvthing else.  “So
vou're really Cavesson, are vou? Well, it
secris as 1f you've scorad after all. does it not?
1 did not expect ta he caught in this simple
fa<hion, and ust as T was leaving the sountry
too © Then lis added, looking around him at
the others: "I suppose it would be no use my
atternpting to make a flght for it?"

Not in the ieast.” Cavesson replied, and as
he spoke he blew his whistle, and the troopers,
whe had hitherto lsin hidden among the brush-
wood, rose and approached the wagon.

“Just put the handeuffs on him to make sure,
Brown,” said
order the invalid rose from his conch and pro-
duced a pair of manacles, with which he en-
circled the Centipede's wrists

“Faney my having allowed myself to
ecanght in this ridicalously simple fashion,”
said the Centinede, as he descended the ladder
and stood before the fire “After this you'll
be the hero of the hour, Cavesson!”

It's about t e T had a little success,” an-
wwored the other grindy.  And then, to make
assurance dotble sure, he ordered that one of
toe handeutTs should be made fast to his own
left wrist I'hat done, he despatched two of
his men to reqguisition horses from the fnn.
Lheoper, being desirous of retyrning to the
townshin and setting his prisoner ander lock
and kev with as little delay as nossible

It s all my own fanlt,” said the Centipede
as thet stood togethe -t wro the fire, awaiting
the arrival of the teansnort service  “If 1 had
not plaved fast and loose with that @ir , who
hy the wav, has< cleared out, I should not ba
in the predicament T am now. 1 suppose she
EAVEe Mme g oay e

Yon don't
1 hane*" anaw
far ny purposs

expact me 1o commit mvself,
A Cavesson. 1t fs sufffetent
that 1 have got von "

on're guite pight,” e tentirede replied,
withonut the least &ign of ill bumor. “1t wonld
not he husinesslike 1o say where one derives
one's information.”

Half an hour later they were on their wayv
hack ta the townshin, and for the tirst time
inmany weeks Cavesson was nhle to look vwpon
himself in the light of a reallv happy man
Innsmneh as he had effected the capture of
the Centipede, nothing conuld deprive him of
the right to say that he had comnlied with
Ws fture father-ip-law's stipulation. More-
aver, he had vindicated his honor and shown
his detrnctors that Lo was far from being the
:I they had not only supposed but declared
hini to he

Somet hing under three hours after leaving
the crossitng. and st as the police station
clockwas striking 12, they rode into the town-
<hip Natasonl wasahout, and ineonequence
Le was ahle 1o stow i< prisoner carefully anay
inone of the cells withont any one but Burke
andhis troopers heing the wiser that the notor-
fonus Contipede was in the town

1t was a happy an that retired to rest that
morning

Next morning he was aroused from sleep
Ly the & rgeant. wlo invaded his sleeping
apartient with the information that the new
inspector had arrived and that after calling
o the police «tation, he had gone on to pay

his respects ta the Magistrate
[he deves he has,
il

" ie
e

sald Cavesson, twirling
his musta knows  pothing about
the Contip 1 suppose”

Nomore than any pelep &ir " caid Burke

There's not a soul 1in the township  dreams
he's hiere I've talen good eare of that,

Al right," answered (avesson ‘Now 1
will dres<, and when l've done that 'l go

along to Hablett's house and drop a shell into
thelir camnn

O reaching the Magistrate's Lioues he found
the new inspector and his host at breakfast

| ‘They were more than a little surprised to cee

him

“How do. Dickeon*’ «aid Cavesson coollr
after he had saluted his superior. “Had a
pleasant journey up from Brisbha ne?”

Soemin, ” snid Iieksor Tt's too
ALy news of the Centipeds
we shonld hiaves heard <omet hing
ahent 1t hefors this if thare had been,™ put in
Hablett, vindietively. “When Cavesson catoles
hitn § shiall ex pect ta hiear the church bell going
to et us know thera's sopething (mportant
on hand ™

Cavesson bit his Hp, but tanaged, with an
effort, to keep his temper  Pretending to
gnore the cusstion, he asked Dickson when
it wanld be convenient for him ta inspect the
tation and to take over cornmand, neeording
1o the te ool the Conppissjoner s lettsy

| an pre parad to <tart as ool '|~',». asihle, "
the Lorter replied I hes ~ooner the hotter ™
halt an hour's tine sait you™" asked

e for
travellin g !
fancy

eturted the other
Cavessan hade Lim goed-by and
At the tinge

Thereupon
1 the bnise

' arranged Iickson
ardthe Magstr e arrived at the police station,
They ins 1o chdarge rooin, the varions

" guirters, und the stabiles

1, and at last found them-

an?” inquired Hahlett
! <ol petty lnreeny,” said Caves-

son. “lu Noo 2 a drunken shearer. No.o 3,

< miore interesting "

he «igned to the sergeaut to

w prisoners” Dickson inguired
Cavesson answered simp
and chgrin e saw on the
wera sufficien! recompenise
L bad =uffered at thewr hands
Two hout ¢ the notorious critinal, who
had key et in such a state of terror
for o long a tine past, was bronght before the

mes

\I\;" strat { remanded, i order that further
t him bt be ohtained. Thres
ommntted fortral, and was

o Maryworega to =tand his
Much ¢

s

frotn Leadguarte rueted
to attend tothe matter of trans-

portatin
“Take my al Frckson, Cavesson said,
whinti 1l 1 1 matte and have
Wit hatndoufed 1o rour wrist, night and day
I know the geatwman with whom we have to
foeal, and f vou give Lt half a chance he'll
be off ancd awuy, and vou'll never set eyes on

himazian . X
1l vake good care that he doesn’t do that,

answered Dickson, hangholy If he can get
wn from mie he's a cieversr man than | take
hira for

| oar only gving vou falr warning,” said

Caverseon with a shre of Lis shonjders

1 lanks, nuswered  Dickson laconically
“\Wohety | want! ivicee 'l ask vou for it
Next da ¢ v ostarted for Mary wonga

v had o farther reasan for
P Maudes Flay, decided to sceopnpany

thon i tres e ptles of theit journey
hen he was to hraneh off to the south, and
eventually catch the teain for Brishane. A

the last imonent the police Maglstrate, 1o avold
having to accomplisl the fourpey alone later

on, also punde up s ind 19 accompany the
party, and when the sau rose next morning
they sot off, the prisone” riding a4 guiet horse,
and baving his right wrist handeuffed 1o Dick-
son's lof or several teasons it was far from
being o ovial perv, and Cavesson Wwas not

arrived for hizn 1o say
vt [teon he tade Dickson and
e Magis! goonl-by, and afterward tarned
1o the Contipede, who was watehing himm with
his s goiet smile npon his face

“Good=ty, iy friend,” he satd, “we shall
not see each other aginn until we meet In court
Yo bave cansed e o great deal of trouble
pod ansiety, bt clever as you were, [ think
voir tanst confess 1 beat yvou in the end.’

You worldn 't have heaten e then,”

when 1

“Orry
farewell

an-

swered the ( pede, “had it not been for a
woman's 1y v However, | bear you
no pdiee WAL von shake hands?

Of conr=e | will, satd Cavesson, and he

did ~o, while Hablett and Dickson exchanged
glances of disapproval
1ten, hidding the party goodshy, he rode off
down aside 1ra
Three dass later he arrived at Brishane,
cabel npon  the  Conunissioner, obtained a
forigieh! s leave of absence and was on the
il teain on his way south in order to remind
Mr Walkett of the promise he had given him
Well, well,” said the od gentlemarn, when
discussed the aatter, “as Minnie
and I tod you that 1 would con-
matter when vou had caught the
Cthere s pothire for it but for e to

surrender

He wis as good as his word, and that very

day the engagemon! was arnoureed. Next
oy ing. howeves, a4 surpri-e was in etore for
then

God bless y soul alive'™ eried the mil-
fotadre, busting out, newspaper in hand,

intothe very da, wpere the happ v couple were
t et Hsten to this®

unfoded the paper and eome-

wer el
Mmoo snvinge
menced to read

A« oo readers will donhtless remember,
thee eaptares of the redoubitabie hushranger,
tent whao for the peast fourteen months

efyving law ard order in sout hwestern
i, was offected by Police Inspector
2th, on the Yarrawatta River
e Magistrate at Mulga Flat
tor trial at the vext erimival

hias hee

. on the

COrse

In dae
committed Lin
to be held in the town of Marvwonga,

semelons,
gome 2N

o distant In order to make sure

of his doe arrival, the prisoner wis persorally
conducted on the journey by P Inspector
hieksar, Meer of high revute, who was

thorefore erab'e for s safe cuetody ard
delivery Fho Magistrate who had conmitted
him, the inspectar who effected his capture
and four troarers constitinted the rewainder
of theescort  Indiecourse lnspootorCavesans,

who had rece ved orders to  report hin sel

at headguartiers as soon as josab'e, soid fare.
well to thens and turned south. Al went well
with the remainder of the party until they
were within fifty miles of their destination

When they éamped beside a creck and retired
to rest in the customary fashion the prisoper
was sleeping beitween the police Magistre »

Cavesson, and in ro-“ly to the |

And Inspector IMeKson, 10 WHose WISt he was
s um.d"...-«..r.-l_\- handeuffed, Judge there
fore of the surprise of the party when they
woke next moring at finding the Magistrate and
Inspector manacled together and the prisoner
gone, Both gentlemen, and also the troojers,
declare inost positively that they did not notice
hitn moving about during the night, and are o
a complete loss to understand how he roanaged
to outwit them as he did.  As soon as the fact
was discovered, a thorough search was made
of tha neighborhood, but entirely without
siicenss.  For the time being, the Centipede
his vanished ax completely as he has so often
done before. Neodleas to say, the result of
this crrious business is being anxiously awaited
in southern Quecnsland." "
- . . - - . .- L]

Three months after the appearance of the
above paragraph, Cavesson, who, acting in
accordance with his future father-in-law’s
express wishes, had sent in his resignation
of the afMee of police inspector, in order to
become a pastoralist and a husband, was mar-
ried to Miss Walkett in the cathedral |t was
a grand affair, and many important peopla
were present —including myself, of course
When ‘he ceremony was at an end we returned
to Mr Walkett's residence for the reception

“By the way, Cavesson,” said the Comimis-
sioner of Police, buttonholing the bridegroomn
after the cutting of the cake, “this packet
reached me this morning with an anonymous
letter, asking me to convey it personally to
you on your wedding day, and stating that
it was a little present from a well-wisher who
was not conversant with your address

“1 wonder what on earth it can be?" said
Cavesson, and forthwith broke the seals and
unwrapped the paper that enclosed it

A small cardboard box next came into view,
on opening which a maenifle'nt gold watch
with an equally costly chain was discovered

“What a sirange thing,” he sald. “who on
earth can it b® from?

“Is there no inscription that will throw light
upon it?* inguired his wife

He turned it over and examined the back

“Yos, there |5, he answered, aud read the
following

‘From the Centipede to Inspector Cavesson,
with all good wishes for his future ™

MISS POCKET IN B WING.

By TIGHE HOPKINS,

Copyright, 1000, by Mc' lure, Phillipa & "o,

When Misa Pocket moving with her usual
smart step, head in the air, round and round
the exercise vard, suddenly left her rank, and
stopped with a courtesy before the warder
on duty the other ladies In the prison garb
wonderad what would fallow,

“1f you please, Miss,” sald Miss Pocket, with
her Lest smile, “Ishouldlike tonurse the habhy "

Had she asked permission to scale the wall
the other ladies, her campanions Iin durance,
world have shown less surprise. Tt was, in-
deed, the very first time that Miss Pocket had
requested this high favor.

There was only one baby in B wing, but it
was higger and fatter and handsomer than
any of the seven bables in ¢ wing: and the
absenee of & wedding ring from the finger of
tha comely young woman who owned it lent
extra interest tothe myetery in which Itsorigin
was involved

This plump and chirpy mite of a baby was
what i« called a “vital factor” in the mainten-
ance of discipline in B wing, When a lady
showed an inclination to “break out,” or took
onabrooding fit, or a it of the sulke, A warder

wassent fivingtothe cell at theendof thewing |
| cangregatet some nine hundred or a thousand

to heg a ten minutes’ loan of the baby.

The effect in most cases was magieal. The
hahy had been known to guell an incipient
mutiny merely by being exhibited, asleep in
the arms of the matron, at the door of each
coll in succession. At morning exercise good
conduet prisoners (the mother consenting)
were allowed to carry It three times around

the asphalt paths, or sit with it for a few min-

utes on the grass bank under the wall.  Some-
tigies the eyes of these women were wet when
they gave the baby back, and occasionally one
of them would be geen ina full lood of tearsall
the while she held thebaby mewling or babhiing
fu her arms. That was a very subtle infant

But Miss Pocket had never weakened In
any wany over this dimling instrument of
prison rule
alie had never caressed thie haby by word or
toueh, liad never asked to handle it Her rare
concesstons to the softer passions were when
slie pulled theprison cat by the tail

she repeated her request 1o the astonished
warder  “Tonursethe baby

“Well, Tdon't mind,” sald the warder, “{f the
mother lets you

The mother was not unwilling, seemed, on
the contrary, rather pleased at Miss Pocket's
tardy patronage and the trausfer was nude
Miss Pocket, followed by the curious eves of
the whole cirele on the tramp, was allowed to
retire 10 the bank, where she sar down and
observed the baby  She did not «ry over {1,
nor give out any token of sentlment, but it
vas patent to the eritics in the ring (who were,
1t possible, cuter than the offleers i “spotting
a fake, ") that Miss Pocket had all at once found
{1 the baby a live and human thing.  Her dark
Hitle eyes gleamed over it She had the alr
of concocting & new plot, which was to hurt

nobody.

sote of the ladies looked sceptical, Yl Susan
Toliwer, the baby's mother, dld not. “She's
wl right with bim” whisperad Miss Tolner,
“1 kuew she'd have hin presently Bt 1he
athers were not couvineed, and Miss Pocke!
was considered 1o be planaing a “new danee ™

When she had had ber turn with the baby
the hour's exercise for B wing was up and the
party wera marched back to work.

Miss Pocket had been promoted from solitary
labor In her cell to “associated” employment
{n the sewing room. It was a favored and
favorite departiment; the work was lght, and
the general rule of silence (the sorest mile 1o
he horne in prisoni was not too callonsly {y-
sisted on.  The warder in the chair of Presi-
dent had one ear stufled with wool go-sip In
subtones was not reported

Miss Pocket shared her confldence inthe sev -«
fng room with two partieular intimates— Miss
Rodwell, tall, fair and slender, the most expert
shoplifter in Birmingham: and old Mrs. Pringle,
who had displayed an alinost medimval ekill in
the illegal employment of useful drugs. The
palr began at once to whisper to Miss Pocket,
but Miss Pocket was mute. Whispers on the
subject of the baby troubled all the sewing room
but Miss Pocket stitehed and was deaf

1t wasSaturday and the next day was Sunday,
In the middle of the sermon Miss Pocket burst
into tears.  The matron glanced across at her
from her seat under the vulnit

Such seenes were not uncommon in that sad
place of worship. Rometimes a chord in the
voluntary, sometimes a verse of the hymn,
sometimes a text read by the chaplain, or a
homely word in the sermon, changing the hard
present into a kinder past, brought the tears
welling silently or with passion into the eves of
some poor captive

But Miss Pocket was neither sentimental nor
hysterical.  Miss Rodwell and the Widow Prin-
gle, her neighbors on either side, edged cloger
and touchad her with a sympathetic elbow.

“What's up, Pocky?" sang Miss Rodwell, for
in pricon chapel you can only talk in hy min time.

“T'min love, " sobhed Miss Pocket inthe fourth
line of the verse

1t jumped to the inds of Mise Rodweil and
Mre Pringle that Miss Pocket had all at once
given her heart to the as<istant chaplain, whn
was conducting the service that afternoon,
though this seemed unlikely, for Miss Pocket
wasa yvoune woman of taste, who, in her recent
capacity of maid to the Lady Lavinia Grey,
had seen something of the high world, and the
assistant chaplain was a small, round-1aced
young man, without an atom of expression

But it was not the assistant chaplain, nor
were Miss Pocket's thoughts with the gervice
They Liad strayved with her into an outer court
of the prison, where, faring in the keeping of a
warder to make a request of the governor
some four or flve days previously, she had
suddenly given her heart clean out of her keep-
ing. 1Until that moment, moreover, she had
never in her life suspected that she had a heart
1o give

“You're giving vus some queer starts, dear,”
gang Miss Rodwell  “Who's the chappe?”

But the hymn had come to an end, and appor-
tunity was wantinz for a further confession
Serviee acver, every lady i the establishinent
was confined to her private apartment, coldly
denominated acell, for the remainder of the day

Mise Pocket had speedily recovered herself
She was at a crisis, in which woman paturally
seeks woman's wisdom, but for this the situa-
tion was against her. She heard the warder
on duty r.elns“ﬂm corridor with soft, inex-
pressive foot, but to summon the warder on

Alone among the ladies of B wing, |

sien an errand would be to invite consequences
olsowhere on  the morrow, lostead, Miss
Pocket took down the hlack-hound prasyer-
book with the prison stamp on it from the
stna!] deal shielf above her head, and plunged
into the marriage service.  In s less omotional
honr =he would have found <comething to criti-
ciam in 11s precepts, but she read the seryvice now
with a glow of feverish acquiescence and ap-
probation.

Then, as slé laid the ‘nrnn-r hook down, the
thoneht darted in upon her, “He may ho goine
ot toemorrow - he may be omne at the end
of the week he may have gone already !

.ove in a stone ca fa surelv the direst of
the passions  NMiss Pocket wanted to ine
open her door, spring out m ’QI-' SHUNNY N, Kive
(“.1\ to her thought< in that free expanse, and
then prick some svmpathetic hunin ereatiure
with questions  The door was fast locked
from without, Miss Pocket was cotrpnnionless
and she could not, exespt upon certain'y of
punishment next day, sunimon a human beine
to talk with her

hapulsive ladies in B wing, sick of eakum
picking, basket weaving, paper sorting bas
making or spinning or vietims of ennual, pire
and simp'e  emnshed  their ecell  turniturs
drumnied with the soles of their feet against
the door, howled (niprecations upon the matron
ar governor, or beat o tattoo with their pann'-
Kins on the window bars, merely to Lring in
the warder and ingure the relaxation of a “scene™
in the governor's oflice at report hour on the
following moraing  Miss Pocket herself, in
a fit of pique, and to make trouble for and with
an unplessant warder, had been discovared
standing on her Lead in the middle of her cell,
screaming at the top of her conmpass

But these approved devices were not for a
crisis such as hers  Miss Pocket no longer
wished to trouble the governor, the matron,
or the wurder  =he was desperatelyv concerned
to appease evervhody, in order that everybody
wmight he on her «ida

How she chafed and panted that afternoon
within her three whitewashed walls and the
drah door which shecould not open, clipping her
stnall feet together, and her soft little pulns
that were not meant for task work: wondering,
with u child’s curiosity ina thing she Lad never
known or felt before, how <'we shonld sueceed
in converting evervbody 1o hier service where
nobody was in the least concerned to serve her,
except, perhaps, the two or three friends who
could onlv give help at their own daneer

Then the alarming question sounded in Ler
heart aeain “What {f he is going at onee, or
has already gone?”

Mis- Pocket her<elf had heen three months
in retirement, snud had vet three months (o fulfl
she had seen him but once, and <he might never
see him arain!

Altosethers, the romance was worthy of jta
singular environment [t was not only that
Misa Packet had <een bnt onee, and for a mo-
ment, the captor of her heart, <he was ignorant
of his name.station and enlling  She knew
nothing hiut his present estate, nnd she was
moderatele cortain that he. for his part, had
never so mrch ae heheld hor  For all this Miss
Pocket did not care, if only she could be sure
that he were still not far away

Whao wae this @allant, was a anestion which
groatle exercised the curiosity of Miss Kodwall
and Mrs Pringle, the only persons at present
sharing a meaere half of Miss Pocket's sedue-
tive secret  The Governor was out of the reck -
oning  a little, lean, elderlv, prim creature,
the very incarnation of penal discipline, and
not to be thought upon with any tenderness
The chaplain?  No: there was a touch of wal-
lantry in the chaplain, but be was too unkempt
The doctor was agreeable when his fancy was
moved, but too argtmentative, Miss RHodwel
thought, to inspire love  The deputy Governor

hiit all the Indies were in love with him, and
Miss Pocket hind =aid in the sewing rooim onoe
that though he was the kind of man von might
&0 up the river with on a quiet evening, she
shonuld pever think of Ll in a serious matri-
monial way  The chisf warder was a nohle
looking old man with a snowy heard. but he had
six ehildren, and it was well known that his wife
langhed at hitn Netther Miss Rodwell nor
Mr=  Pringle conld think that Miss Pocket,
with Ler upbringing and social aspirations,
would cast a glanes beneatl the rank of chief
warder

But there was a male as well as a female
side to s pr som On the male side there - ave

o

whoce exploits hittle and
the re-ovree= of crimine
ology From the ave old ploddars” to the
e vonng frickers" in the devious wave that
led 1o the =ents of penance, there wera mans
per<ons of talent and per<ons< of geniue, very
seJect and ngreeable. at present ongaged ina
varietv of industrial pursuit< for which they
wererewarded witha mix mum of ewht marks

peceant individuals
wroat had exhuaisted

erde

2 3] ;l' e mles of the establislunant forbade
all interconrse  ond  conununieation  hetween
the boarders of opposite sex The wicket of
passage from the one <ide 1o the other Wiks
perretnalle harred: in chapel the ladie. weore di-
vidod from the men by a heavy cartain of red
baboe and not even o =aint=! dasy< and holidavs
(of which, indeed, the prison o Wliar took

the allowed to mingle in
The mildest forms of fhirta-
discouraged, they wera
ipossible. and the gove
as regarded ther
wplacable  misogs nisis
eventualities and 1he

< Lour on the following

nO Aceount)  were
friendls converse

plone

orpor atid the
tve cluiTees
are alwar e

Vsl
Bar there

il the exer

thnt Miss Picket wis relioved of her
wosl nesdiate anxiets I hius and thus did
fortune further her. o the iddie of the ex-
vrcise vy ard stood the aandry, an outer wall of
whivhh needod e rerairs Wihas ust ol
thn lose =~ exercise, and the ladies
of B wing were looking for the word to retire
when a squad of well-set 1 appeared round

i the keeping _of a

the corner of the lant

warder. Tt was a nistake on the part of the
warder, who hud brovght Wi OnH= on e
HBHNEe too soon 1he warder of R

wite sounded the ratraat as Miss Pocket guave
w hittle serventn of delighn

What §s i, love whispered VMiss Rodwell,
who was walkitiae fnst belind her

I've seen hing! He hasn't gone!® eald Miss
Poe ke

You don't mean the screw, dear®” sald Miss
Bodwell, tather e v The “serew " as the reader
i~ aware, i= the enigiiatical natme for a prison
warder Thi= was an undersized warder with
asallow face and o harelip

No! " said Miss Pocket inan etnphatio whispar
“Tive from the end, curly hair and cap on the
side of his head ™
s 1he smartes! voung pris er in the
nd the ladies were naarched In tother
U O

Ll | it
quarters at

n

There was o precedent for the sliualon
Miss Rodwell and Mra Pringle, discussing it
with Miss Pocket in the sewing room in
diately afterward in pantomime and whispe
wore agreed lipon this

Miss Rodwell, 0 the enforced infervals of
her calhug had been boarded in all of the tost
respectable prisons in the conntry, and Mrs
#ringle had been nine vears in seclision and
sedilonsly posted tnoall the possibilitios of the
“wijent world,” and neither of them could recall
a vare to anateh Miss Pocket's Miss Rodwaell's
recollections included an olopement with «
mad chaplain and Mrs Pringle remembered
all the kpown facts of the unpublished story
of the handsome forger and the Gavernor's
second wife bt there was nongtance, recorded
or traditionsl, ol a case of lave hetween prisoner
and prisoner on opposite sides of the sane
Pr-on I'here was, therefore, no as<istatice
from precedent

But this did not trauble Miss Pocket at all

~

L of love

She took it as an omen of suceess that her lover |

was 1wt hand and Lher one thonght now was
how she should work out her little plan.  lu-
dependent as her spirt was, it pleaged her 1o
know that her two principal ehums looked not
unfavorably on her choice  The voung gentle-
man was of unexceptionable appearanca and
carried his suit of drab and its broad arrow
embellishmenta with a style which Miss Pocket
though! suggestive of sarvice in fnn.l families
Miss Rodwell's experienced eves had perceived
by the blue facings on his jacket that he was
& first-clnzs man

Her friends were afraid, however, that |t
would take Miss Pocket "!lh her time” 10 in-
prove the acqualntanee.  Miss Pocket hereolf
was sanguine, for she had fust mnde another
discovery, which she thought might be gseful
to her. It was that the principal warder of
B wing, a well-favored young woman not
wanting in eart, had become engaged 1o oa
janior warder on the male side of the eatab.
ishment. “Something ought to come of that,
vou know,” said Miss Pocket, and old  Mrs
ringle repled:  “Well, T should thivk se,
lovey © 8o Misa Pocket taok the oecasion of
the next visit of Warder Winsome to her cell
1o =ay something respectful and pretty on the
miihiaet

“Law, Pocket, and pray how did vou know
that*" saird the warder, and added, “but there

it you want to know a thing, comne into the
prison.  That's what [ alwave say,” and there
was truth in it

Warder Winsome was not offended, though,
which was a point gained.  Miss Pocket fol-
lowed it un ae deftly as mizht be, and they,
as the warder was about to leave Ler, sat down
on her atool and began 1o ery in the most
natural way o the world. Warder Winsome
must needs put a good-natured question, hnt
Miss Pocket would only say that she “didn’s
w-wish to tuke advaniage of.cf Miss Wi
some's  Ki-i-ndness. She was  very g.glad
Miss Winsome was so h-happy ”

“But [ don't see why It should make you
ory. Pocket,” said the warder

“No, miss  onlv L't in Llove, teo," sabbed
pretty Miss Pocket

What conld the warder do but proffer such
a word of comfort and condolance as the free
waman would naturally find for o captive
sister (n a situation of the sort? The principle
of government differs much on the wmale and
the female sides of 4 prison  vou cun coerce
the man where, in the last resort, vou cannot
wssthlyv cosree the woman and a warder who
nows= her business does 1ot miss a chanees of
conciliating one of hor charges Warder Win-
some, of course, sunposed that Miss Docket's
lament was for a_lover whom she Had 1oft in
the free world.  Miss Pocket, weeping softly,
undeceived her, The warder was dum-
founded. She would have langhed next, but
Miss Pocket checking her tears, said it was the
sirinle truth

And what ma kes me feel it & seriovs, Miss

Winsome, dear, 1f you'll pardon the hiterty ™
anid Miss Pocket in‘conelusion, “is that I never,
10, never, though' about a voung man before

o think, Miss Winsome, that I should have
come to ce like this to find my heartl It's
sn Aund you #0 f-free and c-com=

telor and unattached, to begin with

fortable with vour own man, miss, and no
one to hinder von.”

Then, amid the breaks in another little
shower, Miss Pocket insinuated a modest ro.
Guest
l Warder Winsome was nonplissed.  Botween
her natural svmpathies and her respect for the
rules of the servies she found herself in a di-
letima to the ke of which her experence
did notoffer a parallel

It's against all the rales, vou know," she
sald, but Mis= Pocket canght the tiny note of
indecision in her volee, and her handkerchief
WAS At her eves agiin,

Very well, Miss Winsome
Kindly,” she smid. “We're both in
' the untortunate one, that'< ail

Warder Winsome gave o She wonld ind
ont who the voung man was, what he was “in
for," and how long he had to remain

Lights in the cells were exting
imediately, and Miss Pocket
slippers and danced in the dark.

vonu
and

t-thank
love,

3

hed almost
sioked oft her

(A)

Though she prided herself on this syceess,
she was swenerons endcigh, 1n the interests of
the warder to keep gecret the promise which
had been given Lier

Iinpossible, however, to he silent respecting
the result. What could be happier? The
yourg mar, John Stacey by name,

Then the

offerce which  had  consigned him to her
Majesty's keoping «for the first time) was
qilite As \'c-n:‘{ an affair as Miss  Pocket's,

who was also a tirst offender It would he
urgenerous to set down the particulars in
either ease. e had been valet to a haronet;
so that the pair stood on a nice footing of
social equality . lastly, he was to be free
to reciine conelusions with the world at about
the samedate ve Wise Dogk f hopsel!

This gratetn]l information wWas not given
to Miss Pocket in a lump, as it were, but itemn
by item, as the warder herself gleaned it on
the other side of the wicket of division, 1t
was altogetler about a _week in
and during these dava Miss Pocket did not
enioy sight or glimpse of her hero The re.
pairs to the Jaundry wall we finished what

titme the ladies wera withdrawn from the ex-
ercise vard, and no kindly aceident brought
Johin Stacey on the scene again
thing as good
hetter

But somes
1& this haprened, or <omething

Miss Pocket made the discovery that
Stacey nad taken notice of her  This
her into sach a transport of pleasura
in mere gavety of soul, she tripted up
the heols of ol Mrs Pringle at exercise next
mworning, was reported and sulerel a loss
of marks

It isn't good enough,” was Miss Rodwell's
comment.  “You'll be in chokey if you don't
look out "

Miss I'"acket resnlved to curh her emotions,
or rather to seek for them some more pn
dent ontlet. For another week <he was v
auiet and self-contained.  then she went nio
charel on: morninge wih o glear of ins jra-
tion in her eve  Morning chat el seldom lasted
hevaond twelve or fteen minates - time enoueh,
}u..\n\'f-r, for surprises.  Presently began the
wmn;

The world !s very evll,
‘The times are wasing late.

In the third and fourth lines, high above
all the others, rose the voics of a woman
Answer If you know me
1've Just nine weeks (0 walt,

The voica was so lond and clear, and the
phrasing <o nies, that the words were heard
over the gre ter part of the chanel and the
electrical

eTect goon e eang ezition wias
The oldest prisoner pr sent had never ox-
perenced the lika Nobody  laaghs  aloud

ar anvthing that happens in prison, bhecanse
it entiils consequeness; but the male side of
the chavel gronned in a laree, guiet wav, and
on tha ather side of the baize curtain, where
the ladie: wore, many pairs of eves sought
the chaplain's with a furtive gaze of inqury
Fvery warder tied to control her own par-
tielar eharges, but none knew what prisoner
it was who had addressed herself 1o space in
that unusuyal msnner

I he governor at morning chapel is generally
the deputy governor: and that popular officer
looked exceedingly angry, but (-n!)rd sAv noth=
ing  Nothing, In fuct, had happened. for the
service went on to Its appointed end, and no-
body answered Miss Pocket’s extravagan! i
penl. But Miss Rodwell and Mr= Princle
could not quite contain themselves as they
winrched by to break fast Fattle Miss Pocket
who “'-'\”.Oﬁ hetween then, was a* dewure as
os=ihle
¥ “Well, vou've go! a invention, lovey, If ever
" whisper \rs Pringle

“Wh t priee chaplaln’s report? sald Miss
Liondwell

Rut there wae no report, for the chavlain
lad no idea who had outvoiced the rest of Lis
congregation

Chapel came again, as usual, on the folow.
tng morning.  Nobody looked for any devel.
opments in the hymn, and it opened quietly

Tirief iife is hiere our portion,
Bri-f surrow sbort-lived care.

‘Then a pather nice tenor voice topped the
copgregation -
I got your nestave, honey
\\ﬁmn time's up, 1'll be thcre

Thi= thne 1t made a kind of scare  ‘There
was evidently more inoit than eye gl read
and o risk that moring chapel, the cluef re-
laxation of the day, might be suspended.  The
warders, on thelr raised seats, scanned every
bencl, from the governor's gallery 1o the red
baize partition, but gleaned nothing

“Laln't seen the ke since [ took service under
hor blessed Majesty,” suid Mrs. Pringle ut
HARD e

1t's & record! suid Miss Rodwell.  “What's
the nevt move, darling””

Bat Miss Pocket palp/tated,
fng. She had found her wan and her man
had found her. She was in the lap of fae
prison had transtormed ftself into a bower
There was< no byt ot norning ehapel
for a4 week, but thete were two hyvinns on Sub-
day The firsi passed withou! interraption,
though there was a teeling (0 the con@rewation
that any line in any verse nught be followsd
by a uovel varfant. The third verse ol 1he
second hvinn wade a temmpting opening

Hisssings abound where'er 1e relgns
Tlie prisoner leaps to loose LIS chains’

Shril! and clear, as at the first of these o=

Mentous matins, rose e woman's volce

and sald noth-

When you and me have lost onr chinlns,
Address to Windsor Terrace, Slaines
A« before, no warder was able to trace ha!

errant Yoice Miss Packet's es were glned
vo ber hymnbeok, wod if Miss Rodwell and Mrs
Prinele chuckied Ahove their hreath, o0 was 1o
wore that all the other ladies did Fhis tire,
of course, an answer was looked for, and n
came
Tt every ereatire rise and bring
'ecullar honors to our ing
Audthe invisible tenor responded
It 8 easy (f vou cotie Lo that,
But first we'll ry the parson’s hat

MHow the service ended that day no one conld
afterward have said. At the close, and as the
ofMerrs were proparing to £ keout their severs|
the Governor rose in his pew in the
. piped shrilly for sience, and said
“IE 0 cecurs aenin, and the oltenders are ot
reporied to me, the entire prison w 1 be pluced
ot punis himent diet [ora week

Now, in general, honor among the nates
o wgatl s o more or Jess fletitions virtpe
whether through voluntary  complicity  or
because very fowwere in the secret  the strata-
rern of the ingenious pair whoin the red baze
divided was not revealed

The last message was a teasing problem tor
Misa Pocket's vnderstanding. How in the
vame of magic should she “try the parson’s
Lat?” It chanced that the chaplain visited
her the next afternoon, and so absorbed was
she in contenplation of the rusty college cap
which the a.'un(\ man wore on his prison rounde
that =he last his excellent homily — The chnp-
lain used 1o place his cap inverted on the floor
of the eoll, and throw into 1t his handkerchie
There it lay under Migs Pocket's eyes, and
almost at her teet, but of what use 1o her shio
knew not. Al at onee an idea took her

“Oh, Mr. Cole” she said, st k! The
luiug of your clerical cap wants ruending
Now do let me stiteh 1 for yvon, sir Thov'ie
1eft e a needie and thread: L oan do i s
mipnte

The chaplain lad a suspacion that  Miss
Pocket's sewing materials were contrabund,
bt by this she had the capin ber lap and was
studving the ent That ren' had caugi!
the sye of Johin Stacey not many days hetore

With a dexterity that  Miss Rodwell could
scareely have hettered, Miss Pocket  with-
drew from the hining o tiny morsel of paper
and pushied it beneath her waistband "F,,,.,,
w sttched up the lining
“Thank von, ~ir,” said Misa Pocket, as <lin
gave back the cap It 1=sn’t_often we a1

able to return vour Kindnesses

Fhe ehaplain took the cap and thanked Mis
Pockst without glancing at her work.  There
was never an officer of the prison so blind to
ite Little intrigues and never a prisoner so
anviots to be rid of her visitor  The cliap-
lain gathersd ap his lank frame, smoothed
his hair, said he must 1alk with Miss Pocket
ntout her future, and left her to the examina-
1 of her prize
At atated intervale the governor doles ot
A =heet of puper and an envelope to every pris-
oner and allows him or her to write o letter
under the eve of an oMeer of the prisan The
letter cannot he posted until it has passed
the serntiny of the governor or his deputy,
aned it is the onle legitimate fornr of comnpimi-
ot The issive appropristed by Miss
Pock Was A surreptitions note, written on
the margin of a leaf torn from a hook belong-
ing to the prison library

Miss Pocket warted only for the chaplain
to he on the right side of the doar hefore opwri-
ing and skimming what she hoped wasa biller
for herself It looked as if it had been com-
posad with the assistance of a nail and n hlack-
ing dish, bt the handw=iting was good and
the sentiment sincere An the margin and
all blank spaces in prison books are stamped
with the sign of the hroad arrow, it was neot

ton sy to decipher the message It came
out *hus

'mi acting on the square with Yo Got
enoieh to start with on going oyt Try and

send answer  J N
I Miss Pocket could not call this hers, who
should do sa”
'B-Oh'd‘l?.l' @ clever :’nsbz';""l‘t,;‘:'lmn“"“
ow 1 manage to do eve him
3 believe bim! | believe him! Bul*—and it

was a bach- |

the telling, |

| that she should not “give her=ell away

4

was a large ‘but’—“how shall 1 get him an
unswer?”

The amiable Winsome was toking her annual
holtday and the warder in her place was of o
chnrlish habit 10 the chaplain were to visit
Miss Pocket a dosen times a day =he would
never sueceed with the hat trck Yetr &l
winst do some thing or John would think vg vy
of hor=and something quickly, sinee they had
not, like poor Mrs I‘rlnu’r'. il ln'n:un-v of yYears
Nevortheles, invention fatled her

Mise Hodwell's opinion of the lover wis
groatly enhuneed when she heard the o
morning by what means he had contrived
to trank an epistle

A otell yon he's ‘wide," Po she s=id,
“Ihat's the sort to work with, eh, mnother?

“What do you think, dear,” returned
widow  “It regular warms my heart ”

Little Miss Pocket felt these as personal
fatteries  Was it not for her that John aaa
distinguished hinself?

Miss Rodwell, warmer than ever in the affair,
undertook 1o get a letter conveyed through
the lanndey if Miss Poeket could manage to
write it in the sewing room that morning.  Miss
Pocket had o morsel of paper concealed in Ler
dress, but no wro ng fmpisg

“Sily girl,” whi mrml A Pringle, “aint
varll got your needle Slowly and laborious'y
durineg the stolen moments of a nmornmng
sewing Miss Pocket pricked a message wi*
her needle Then she twisted up the paper

the

and watehied Lier charee 1o toss it over her
shoulder to Mr= Prngle,  who was seated
hehind her  Mrs Pringle, on the point of

Miss  Hodwell, was detected
and pounced upon by the warder in charge
of the m. Without a second’'s hesitation
the herae widow made o pill of the note and
bolted 1t

The tears trembled in Miss Packet's eves
but she restraited them A sihilant sound o
sympathy went up from the hand of sewers,
for by this time Miss Pociet's love affair was
known to some and guessed by many in B
Wing, and had indeed alnost disjointed the
nose of Susan Tolter's baby  Mrs Pringle's
name, of cour<e, was piut down tor report to
the matron, Miss Pocket Kevning quiet in re-
sponse to the whispered protest of thewidow

tossing It to

-

“A
few marks lost ain’t much 1o e, said Mrs,
Fringle

The dav<went by, in which Miss Pocket, who
fancied her-elf more clo-sly watched than aver,
coild by no means send an answer to hoer oo,
11 i= rarely that a pri oner exclaims against the
Migat of tinie, bt while Miss Pocket's term w s
fatrexpiring she seomed every dav tobe losing
her hold wupon her lover.  She would uot, how-
eonr, aceept defeat

One other week slipped away. and not only

had Mi Pocket quit falded 1o e tablish o
poct, bt the cerviceon the otherside was also
at o tand-ull. The ehaplain, who had but ona

ass=tant ina onre of 1,200 souls, could not al-
wavs be sitting to have the liniug of his cap
stitched, and e had not given Miss Pocket a
call sinee the afternoon under noties

In this strait Miss Pocket was minded to
venture one last shaft in chapel. She alore
need be panishied, and, with her glance upon
the futare, <he cated Little for the wrath of the
Governor. No one was tuken into her confid-
ence, and the hvmn time had ceased to be a
soqson of excitemnent.  Consequently, when
A<= Pocket once more launched her voice inte
<pace, and supplemented the linos, -

Let the soweet Linpe that thou art mine
My path of life atiend

with this improvisation,

Yes, John and lot that hope be mine,
1'm with you to the end

thie effect upon the congregation was such that
they all, as by one secord ceased to sin Iua
moment, however, the chaplain had waved
themon again. Miss Pocket s warder strete hed
over and tapped her on the shoulder,

It was vou, Packet she cried

Mise Pocket, who had made no effort at con-
coalment, siid,  Yes, Miss '

The warder glanced at the matron, and, in
obedicnce toa~ign from that lady, Miss Pockes
was marched out of chapel

Now this s all byt the end of the story.

What would happen to Miss Pocket the ot hep
ladios scarcely dared to conjecture. The mat-
ron was something o a Tartar, but the Governor
wis tartar undiluted.  Miss Rodwel!l and Mrs,
x)‘rmx’lu were miserably concerned for thewp

Fleenie

But conrage like Miss Pocket's drawe sije
port to atself dn the sorvest situations, 'l{.»
nh.«pl'm‘ i whot was no tartar, sought Mi-«
Powiet an her cell that same afternoon. He
hnd never seen any wickedness in this voune
wornat, and belleved that, 1f her reason were
not lost, she had o reason for her conduct.

Wiether or no Miss Poggel Lind relied on the
chaplain's countenance, she was determined
now thut Lhe should champion her. She gave

astondshod parson every detail of the story,
noluding the theft of the note from the lining
of his cap. She said =he had been sineere
itall she was really in love, and she wished
e |.I,.plwun would go and see the young man
Hinsel!

It was such a case as Lis reverence had ney or
hefore encourtered, but he continued to bee
Leve in Miss Pocket. He sald gravely that s
should luy the watter hefore the matron and
the governor which, of course, he st do),
bt that he should also see John Stacey

Curtously or not, Miss Pocket was uever
punishied  She b heen two days contiped
to her cell when the chaplam vicited her again
accompaniod by the matron,  On the fnhu\
e morning =he wis closely fnterrogated ty
the governor in his offlee. On the morning
after that she stood 1n the governor's office
agnin, with John Stacey beside her

Sy weeks later the chaplain married the pale
in the parvish charch

SPORT IN THE WOODS,

NIGHT

Fun and Profit of Yeung Pennsylvanla Aant.
ers in the Mountalrs.

ReapinGg Pa, Nov. 10.—="Coon and possum
furnished to order” is the sign displayed at
the headqguarters of the East Reading Coon and
Possum Club. The fat of possums, coons,
wiink, wildeats and skuuks i< also rendered and
sold by the club for various ailments. The skins
are salted and sold 1o & New York fur dealer,
‘The dozen members of the club are youug
hunters who make long journeys over the
jonntains of east Peunsvivania in search of
gate. They never use any sort of conveyance,
but iake all their trips on foo! and are gone
A week at a tiime, doing most of their hunting
and trapping o' uieh

They own a complete camwp outfit with all
cooking ntensil= and &' times they get twenty
wiles awav in the Blue Ridee and Sharp Mounte
aln and the high hills and deep ravines between
Harry J. Kemp is captaln of the club. Al
members were bhorn and raised in the hills,
Capt. Kemp is only 20, but has been for twentv
vears cat ching possums, coons and wildeats  Ia
his Lhome Le has some 2530 Lies of skunks, coons
and eatamounts, not for sale, however, bt
as o private collection.  His wite renders tha
fut of the many avimals trapped.  Back of e
Liouse are three pens for wild anbuals cagght
alive. The cub of which he s vaptain wus
orvanized =X years ago. Its wembers go ont
in gangs and take different directions o the
mountains. Al have two or three well-trained
dog=. Kewp finds Lis two rat terriers about as
good as anvihing for possums and coons

“I'ha leaves are now well down from the
trees,” said Capt. Kemp, “and possum and coon
hunting will soon be In fall swing. We must
have cold weather. Possum meat to be better
than turkey mmst be served in cold weather,
When the leaves are well down we have 10
AMeulty in making out where the game ls,
10t is too dark wo use bullseyve lanterns. Once
the game i= located, our best elimbers ount
the trees and we soon hae mink, coan, possum,

vildeat., catamount or whatever it may be,
The vatamy « show fight, of course, but we
try to win without inguring their skin. Il we
can get them alive so much the better If not,

we club then 1o death

It is wreat sport in the dense woods at tight
to shake down such game from the tall treeg
and capture 1t alive.  Our heaviest ¢oon this
gea~on weighed 1welve pounde  Our best fight
with a catamount on Weleh Mountain,
Afier chiusing 1t from tree to tree, the animal
leaped down and fonght one of the dogs. 1o
save the dog we shot the catamonnt in the
Lead. We think nothing of coming hone
with five coons and all the possun we can carry.

*We generally take ‘aur nights each wee',
noowatter how cold 11 is. Sometimes we are
caught i blizzards on the mountain and te
sleep o hollow trees or under a big pile of leayes
or close under a low pine (= nothing when vou
et used ta it We have niembers from ot hee
cities wha oceasionally get along during the
winter season, bt the tenderfeet ysuslly have
a hard time of it owing 1o the lone tramps
in all sorts of wenther, but it is hardening and
healthiful, 1 can assure you. Why, Lm never
i1 We bave some of the best tree elitubers
fn the State belonging to our club Our old-
eslomember 15 72 He's 4 good traveller st
and can do a good turn at cooking Nothine
i vhe world neats a campfire meal in the monns-
tains, even i1 1t s only Lacon, roas! potatoes,
bread and coflee

NI

last senson we bageed about three hiane
droed animals of various kind«  Of course oup
wembers don' make n Lvtne at hinting The
have other mear- ol sappor! NMany of ‘em
Just go along for the sport there'- 1o . Many
rominent  citizens ige  poesums  abead

families Possum
N persinimon time
The generall 1 on trews, and  some
times we find them strotched out on fenee rails.
orold logs  Coons and wildeats are higher up,

rom us= for '
neat is all rehit,

I don't know what the fat is good for.
wite attond 10 all ek ®)

and the women folks
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